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believe that it would have been better if Egypt had worked
out her own salvation in her own way, following, of course,
the example of Japan in securing such Western assistance as
she required. They say that probably she would have made
many mistakes and no doubt have taken a longer time to
show measurable results, but they insist that Egypt should
remain Egyptian in spirit and in methods and not simply
become, in some respects, a bad imitation of Britain.

This, they think, is especially true of education. The
mistake which has been made in India, they say, is being
repeated in Egypt. English methods and subjects are
chiefly employed, with the result that the students are too
often unfitted for the positions to which they were born and
not fitted for much else, except to act as clerks or subor-
dinate Government officials, for, in Egypt, as in India, an
official career is for many of them the badge of respectability.
Those who cannot find positions to suit them not infre-
quently become political agitators or writers to the native
Press, in which they air their crude opinions to their ignorant
readers. An Egyptian politician has said : " We require
citizens and men. Let any dispassionate judge examine the
syllabus of secondary education, and attend the classes in
the schools, and ask himself what is there in the system and
practice of instruction which fits youths to step into positions
of trust and responsibility in national and municipal service,
on railways, in banks, or in private establishments ? What
opportunity is afforded them of becoming grounded in com-
mercial questions ? None, absolutely none. All their train-
ing is directed to preparing them to be mere clerks or
interpreters to their English superiors. There are many
defects in the system of instruction imparted in the higher
Government Colleges, but a discussion of these would involve
technicalities which here would be out of place."1 The
writer from whom we have quoted advocates a system of
scientific and technical training, of which a beginning has
been made in Egypt, and in the development of which many

1 Letters upon the Affairs of Egypt, Routledge, 1908.